
 

St. Patrick's Parade is good fun for everyone 
Melody Baetens / The Detroit News 

The United Irish Societies' St. Patrick's Parade is one of Detroit's most popular feel-good annual events.  

The parade provides family-friendly fun and a debauchery-laden good time all in one afternoon. Traditionally 

taking place the Sunday before St. Patrick's Day, the parade steps off at 2 p.m. at Sixth Street and Michigan 

Avenue and travels west down Michigan, passing many of Corktown's storied bars.  

Rockers, families, Irish and non-Irish will mix and mingle, wave and holler from the street in front of PJ's Lager 

House, Nemo's Bar, Casey's Pub and other modest Michigan Avenue watering holes. Organizers say that last 

year an estimated 100,000 people attended the parade, which usually lasts until about 4:30 p.m.  

"The St. Pat's parade is a chance for families and 

friends to celebrate just what a special place the Irish 

hold in Detroit's long legacy," says John Denomme, 

who will be playing with his Irish folk group the Balduck 

Mountain Ramblers at Nemo's on Sunday. "And, of 

course, everyone enjoys being Irish for a day."  

Missing from this year's parade will be the tradition of 

throwing candy out to the crowd -- presumably to cut 

down on trash, according to the parade's official Web 

site, www.detroitstpatricksparade.com. Organizers also 

want to remind folks that it's illegal to drink alcohol on 

the street and that the Detroit Police Department will 

be on hand giving tickets to anyone in violation of the 

law.  

One landmark that will be missed this year is Tiger 

Stadium, which is now an empty space at Trumbull 

Avenue. After the Tigers played their last game there in 

1999, the stadium was mostly vacant until it was 

demolished in September 2009.  

"I think it's almost a relief that it's gone," says parade-

lover Joe Choma, who says his favorite parade activity 

is the daytime drinking. "(It's) better than seeing the 

embarrassing skeleton of the ballpark that we were 

forced to stare at for the last couple of years -- it's 

better to see that empty lot than the rubble that stood 

for way too long."  

This year's parade theme, however, is all about 

unification. "One Island, One Ireland" is in reference to 

the country that is currently split into North Ireland and 

the Republic of Ireland.  

"The theme is very important to us," says Dennis Hayes, president of the United Irish Societies. "It's to signify 

the hope that one day we'll have a single nation on the island of Ireland, and it seems like we're getting closer 

and closer every day. I think the majority of people in Ireland would like to see a united Ireland."  

This year, the various organizations within the United Irish Societies chose married couple John and Kathleen 

Treanor as the grand marshals. The Treanors are Irish-born senior citizens who came to the United States in 

the 1950s and have been active in supporting local Irish charities and organizations.  

"To our knowledge, this is the first time in the United States that a married couple has been honored as grand 

marshal (in a parade)," says Hayes. "I can't find proof of that, but it's what we've been told. It's kind of neat."  
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The grand marshals will lead the parade and attend various events around St. Patrick's Day, including the 

10:30 a.m. mass at St. Patrick's Parish in Detroit before the parade.  

There also will be more than a dozen marching bands from Detroit and suburban schools, plus a handful of 

bagpipe bands from both Detroit and Windsor.  

Look out for surprises like last year's marching band of "Star Wars" characters.  

St. Patrick's Day Events 
WAYNE COUNTY  

Parade Day Mass at St. Patrick's Catholic Church, 10:30 a.m. Sun. 58 Parsons St., Detroit. (313) 833-

0857.  

Annual Corktown Races in Corktown, registration at Roosevelt Park, 11:30 a.m. Sun. Michigan Avenue and 

Vernor Street, Detroit. Visit www.corktownrace.com for info.  

Balduck Mountain Ramblers at Nemo's Bar, Irish folk music, noon-7 p.m. Sun. and noon-8 p.m. Wed. No 

cover. 1284 Michigan Ave., Detroit. (313) 965-3180.  

St. Patrick's Day and 14th Anniversary Party at Town Pump, live music and early bird specials 11 a.m. 

Wed. No cover. 100 W. Montcalm St., Detroit. (313) 961-1929.  

Paradime's St. Patrick's Day Celebration at Token Lounge, Paradime releases his new EP "Redford to 

Wexford" and performs with the Gorilla Funk Mob, Hush, Street Justice, U Stylez and more, plus traditional 

Irish bagpipers and traditional Irish food. Noon Wed. $5. 28949 Joy Road, Westland. (734) 513-5030.  

A Smokin' St. Patrick's Day with DJ Jenny LaFemme at La Casa De La Habana, 5 p.m.-2 a.m. Wed. No 

cover. 1502 Randolph St., Detroit. (313) 285-8332.  

OAKLAND COUNTY  

Irishfest at Bastone, special Irish menu and craft beer deals, 11 a.m.-11 p.m. Mondays-Thursdays, 11 a.m.-

midnight Fridays and Saturdays and noon-10 p.m. Sundays (today through March 26). No cover. 419 S. Main 

St., Royal Oak. (248) 544-6250.  

Irish music with Blackthorn at the Farmington Players Barn Theater, 7:30 tonight-Sat. $19, $17 seniors 

and students. 32332 W. 12 Mile, Farmington. (248) 553-2955.  

St. Patrick's Day Party at Rosie O'Grady's, breakfast with kegs and eggs, traditional Irish food, green beer 

and live music all day. 7 a.m. Wed. No cover. 279 W. Nine Mile, Ferndale. (248) 591-9163.  

St. Patrick's Day at Duggan's Irish Pub, live broadcast with 89X (88.7-FM), live Irish music and traditional 

Irish food. 7 a.m. Wed. No cover. 31501 Woodward Ave., Royal Oak. (248) 549-3659.  

St. Patrick's Day Party at Muldoon's Tavern , live entertainment from 2 Days Gone 8:30 a.m. Wed. No 

cover. 3982 W. Auburn Road, Rochester. (248) 582-2707.  

Drunken Bingo with the Orbitsuns at Four Green Fields, 9 p.m. Wed. No cover. 30919 Woodward Ave., 

Royal Oak. (248) 288-2088.  

"From the Mountains of Mourne to the Mines of Montana" at Farmington Players Barn, play about Irish 

immigration, 8 p.m. March 19-20 and 2 p.m. Sun. $10 in advance, $12 at the door. 32332 W. 12 Mile, 

Farmington Hills. (248) 553-2955.  

MACOMB COUNTY  

St. Patrick's Party and Benefit for Solanus Center at Lakeland Manor, 5 p.m. Fri. $50 (includes open bar, 

food and dancing). 26211 Harper Ave., St Clair Shores. 313.579.2100, ext. 197.  

Beers of the British Isles at Champane's Wine Cellars, beer tasting event. 6-8 p.m. Fri. $15, $25 per 

couple. 7007 Chicago Road, Warren. (586) 268-4900.  

Paddy/Joe Party at American Polish Century Club, food and entertainment. 6-11 p.m. Sat. $20. 33204 

Maple Lane, Sterling Heights. (586) 264-7990.  

St. Patrick's Day Party at Malone's, breakfast buffet, green beer, traditional Irish menu and entertainment by 

bagpipers, Irish bands and a DJ. 7 a.m. Wed. No cover. 32350 Van Dyke Ave., Warren. (586) 978-0055.  

St. Patrick's Day Party at Dooleys, traditional Irish food, green beer, Irish bands, bagpipers and more. Free 

shuttle runs between Sterling Heights and Roseville locations. 7 a.m. Wed. No cover. 12414 Hall Road, 

Sterling Heights. (586) 323-3501. 32500 S. Gratiot Ave., Roseville. (586) 294-3501  

St. Patrick's Day Celebration at Pat O'Brien's Tavern, all-day tent party with live music by Three Sheets 

from noon-7 p.m., followed by Black Irish at 8 p.m. Live broadcast from WRIF, 101.1-FM. 7 a.m.-noon Wed. 

$10 after 10 a.m.. 22385 10 Mile, St. Clair Shores. (586) 771-5715.  

St. Patrick's Day Party at Vintage House Banquets and Catering, free breakfast buffet from 7-10 a.m., 

traditional Irish food all day and live music with Kraig 9 House, Twin Towers, Robot Lovers and more. 7 a.m. 

Wed. No cover. 31816 Utica Road, Fraser. (586) 415-5678.  

St. Patrick's Day at the Box Sports Bar & Grill , with DJ Mike Scroggs, DJ Pannos and more. 7 p.m. Wed. 

$5-$10, $25 VIP. 45570 Garfield Road, Clinton Township. (586) 228-0465.  

St. Patrick's Day Party at Shores Inn Food & Spirits, free green eggs and ham with drink purchase from 7-

10 a.m., and green beer and drink specials all day long. 7 p.m. Wed. No cover. 23410 Greater Mack Ave., St. 

Clair Shores. (586) 773-8940.  

St. Patrick's Day Party at Fritts' Pub, green beer, Irish food and music, giveaways and more, 8 a.m.-4 a.m. 

Wed. No cover. 77 N. Main St., Mount Clemens. (586) 469-0878.  
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