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St. Patrick's Parade draws big crowd, despite rain

Steve Pardo / The Detroit News

Detroit -- A drizzling rain and a chilly breeze couldn't sap Kelly McKenzie's spirit Sunday as McKenzie, along
with tens of thousands of others, celebrated the annual St. Patrick's Parade.

"This is one of my favorite days of the year," said McKenzie, 28, from Rochester. "Today, there's no place I'd
rather be in the world than Detroit."

McKenzie, stationed outside Nemo's bar at Eighth and Michigan, joined the throngs of people who watched
floats and marching groups ranging from whimsical to the somber along Michigan from Sixth to around Wabash
in the two-hour-plus parade.

Advertisement More than 1,000 runners kick-started Sunday's
Acblade ™ festivities with the 28th annual Corktown Race, a 5k
run/walk that started and ended at the old Central

Shocking discovery by Depot.
Cambridge Researcher's for L .
. amazing joint relief... Sarah Donovan was one of the runners - finishing with

a time of 32:58. The 38-year-old Macomb Township
resident sported a curly green wig, fishnet stockings
and knee-high socks complete with shamrocks.

4 & - ;8203 ;r;tgl\:\lcr;n\l,(\,lﬁnﬁzasn;gf "I was going for a kind of Irish hooker look," Donovan
3 .« fine lines without injections. said. "This is my second year running this event. It's
L= \Who's #17 just awesome."

/'i L ’

Donovan's husband, Dan, and their two children
Michael, 6 and Jane, 7, staked out a prime spot

Suffering with joint pain? Click . . o
outside O'Blivions on the corner of Michigan and

here. Shocking joint relief
discovery by Cambridge, MA Harrison so they could watch her run.

researchers "Now we're here for the parade. We're going to rock it,"

Sarah Donovan said.

One of the crowd favorites was the "Star Wars"
marchers, complete with Chewbacca riding in the back
of a Chrysler Sebring and a stormtrooper wearing a kilt
and riding a Segway.

This year parade marchers weren't allowed to throw
candy. Police warned they would ticket those drunk in
public.

Police didn't appear to be strictly enforcing the rule
prohibiting open containers of alcoholic beverages on
the street or the sidewalks -- cans of beer or glasses of
ale were common sites along the entire route and
beyond.

Related parade events began even earlier than the race when about 600 people packed St. Patrick's Catholic
Church on Sunday morning.

Macomb Township resident Rob Genslak and his wife, Deb, joined a caravan of six carloads of people for the
10:30 a.m. Mass. Genslak, 38, made to make a full day of St. Patrick's festivities Sunday with church, then
food at the St. Patrick Senior Center and then the parade.

"We got up nice and early for this. It's like a school day, Genslak said. "Oh, well. A little coffee and we're good
to go."

spardo@detnews.com (734) 462-2191
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